
Washington Township Committee Regular Meeting 

January 15, 2026 

Meeting Called: 7:00 PM at Municipal Building 
 

Attendees: All five Committeemen present, Mayor Michael Marino (Chair), Clerk & Township 
Administrator both present, Police Chief Almer present 
 

Press: Mark Kitchin, Observer-Tribune 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT — First Opportunity 

Comcast Cable Franchise Renewal — $25,000 PEG Access Funds 

Speaker: Pat Conner (Yorkshire Drive) 

• Issue: Comcast franchise renewal approved; township due to receive $25,000 for 
public, educational, and governmental (PEG) access channels 

• Delivery Timeline: Funds due within 6 months of certificate effective date (January 21, 
2026) 

• Problem: Township had not yet received the franchise certificate or any notice 

• Request: (1) Include $25,000 in 2026 budget discussions; (2) Inform public of 
committee's decision on fund use 

Overnight Parking Citations — City Street 

Speaker: Resident (name not recorded) 

• Issue: Resident received tickets for overnight parking on City Street; believes 
warnings should have been issued instead 

• Context: Not a snowy night; resident has multiple drivers but insufficient driveway 
space 

• Committee Response: Committeeman Murello noted ordinance is not new; township 
receives complaints both about tickets and warnings; objected to resident naming the 
issuing patrolman 

• Outcome: No resolution; resident reiterated support for police department 

 
PROCLAMATIONS 

None this evening 

 
PRESENTATIONS 

None this evening 

 
DISCUSSIONS 

None this evening 

 



ORDINANCES 

None this evening 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

Status: Approved unanimously without individual discussion 

Resolution Item Details 

R-30-26 Volunteer Appointments 

Alexandra Popp → Green Team (term: 
12/31/2026); Mark Napolitano → Municipal Utilities 
Authority (term: 1/31/2031) 

R-31-26 
Veteran Tax Exemption 
(99 Middle Valley Rd) 

100% exemption, Joseph Cassidy, $323,600 
assessment, effective 12/15/2025 

R-32-26 
Veteran Tax Exemption 
(306 W. Valley Brook Rd) 

100% exemption, Connor Meehan, $407,500 
assessment, effective 1/9/2026 

R-33-26 
Passaic County Co-Op 
Agreement 

Participation in Cooperative Pricing System 
#38PCCP; Passaic County as Lead Agency 

R-34-26 Soil Cash Bond Release 

Release $1,000 bond (Stephensburg Rd, Block 43, 
Lot 62.02) to Steve Baldisserotto; permit expired, 
work not performed 

 
OTHER RESOLUTIONS 

R-35-26: Shared Services Addendum — Firefighting (Tewksbury Township) 

• Amendment: Extends 2017 firefighting agreement 6 months (through June 30, 2026) 

• Compensation: Annualized 2025 rate continues 

• Filing: Division of Local Government Services 

• Effective: Immediately upon adoption 

R-36-26: Shared Services Addendum — Police Services (Califon Borough) 

• Amendment: Extends Fifth Shared Services Agreement (originally December 16, 
2019) 6 months (through June 30, 2026) 

• Compensation: $320,000 annualized for January 1–June 30, 2026 (payable quarterly) 

• Filing: Division of Local Government Services 

• Effective: Immediately upon adoption 

R-37-26: Shared Services Addendum — Municipal Court (Califon Borough) 

• Amendment: Extends Fifth Shared Services Agreement for shared court services 6 
months (through June 30, 2026) 



• Venue: All sessions at Washington Township municipal building 

• Filing: Division of Local Government Services 

R-38-26: New Shared Services Agreement — Municipal Court (Mendham Borough) 

• Parties: Washington Township provides shared municipal court services to Mendham 
Borough 

• Venue: All court sessions and administration at Washington Township municipal 
building 

• Term: Multi-year (2026–2030) with caseload-based adjustments 

• Key Terms: Revenue distribution, staffing, liaison committee, indemnification, 
insurance, renewal, amendment, termination 

• Filing: Division of Local Government Services 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT — Final Opportunity 

Shared Services Agreement Rates & Transparency 

Speaker: Pat Conner 

• Concern: Four shared services resolutions passed this evening; uncertain whether 
charges to neighboring communities have increased over the life of agreements 

• Specific Focus: Police services and court services agreements with Califon (both from 
December 2019) 

• Question: Are rates fair to both Washington Township and Califon? How does the 
township verify this? 

Attorney Response — Dawn Sullivan (Township Counsel): 

• NJ DCA through Division of Local Government Services (DLGS) reviews these 
agreements 

• DLGS is statutorily tasked with advising on consolidation efforts and shared services to 
reduce costs and improve service delivery 

• Clarification Needed: Unclear whether DLGS assumes responsibility for negotiating 
rates, cost-sharing formulas, and other cost drivers that directly affect both entities 

• Outcome: Pat remains concerned; answers were accurate but did not address core 
question: How does Washington Township know it's getting a good deal? 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Date Event Time 

February 11, 2026 Township Committee Work Session 7:00–9:00 PM 

February 17, 2026 Township Committee Meeting 7:00–8:00 PM 



Date Event Time 

March 11, 2026 Township Committee Work Session 7:00–9:00 PM 

 


